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            River Landscapes and Processes – Key Vocabulary    
       
	River Features

	Alluvium
	River-deposited material (sand and silt) 

	Channel
	The feature in which a river flows

	Confluence
	Where two rivers meet

	Discharge
	Amount of water flowing in a river (cubic metres per second – cumecs)

	Drainage Basin
	Area of land drained by a single river

	Mouth
	Where a river enters the sea or a lake

	Source
	The starting point of a river

	Tributary
	Small river which flows into a larger river

	River Cliff
	Steep river bank on the outside of a meander.  Erosion is the main process forming river cliffs

	Watershed
	The imaginary line that surrounds a drainage basin

	Processes of Erosion:

	Hydraulic Action
	Process of erosion caused by the force of the water against the river bed and banks.

	Attrition
	Process of erosion whereby the load rubs against itself

	Abbrasion/Corrasion
	This is the process of erosion by which the bed and banks are worn down by the river’s load (the pebbles, sand and silt the river is carrying/moving). The river throws these particles against the bed and banks, sometimes at high velocity causing erosion.

	Corrosion
	Process of erosion caused by the chemical action of river water. The acids in the water slowly dissolve the bed and the banks.

	Ways Rivers Transport Eroded Material

	Traction
	Process of transport whereby boulders and pebbles are rolled along the river bed at times of high discharge.

	Suspension
	Process of transport whereby small particles of clay and silt are carried along in the river even at low discharges (when there is not much water in the river). 


	Solution
	Process of transport caused by a form of chemical weathering and corrosion where some are minerals dissolved in water. This requires very little energy to transport these dissolved minerals.

	Saltation
	Process of transport whereby small particles ‘jump’ along the river bed by the flow of water.


	River Landscape Features

	V-shaped Valley
	River valley in its upper course – steep-sided and narrow.  Vertical erosion is the main process that forms V-shaped valleys.

	Interlocking Spurs
	Spurs are ridges of resistant rock around which a river is forced to wind as it passes downstream. Interlocking spurs form where the river is forced to swing from side to side around these more resistant ridges.  Erosion is the main process forming interlocking spurs.

	Waterfall
	A vertical or near vertical drop of water caused when rivers flow over different types of rock and the soft rock wears away faster than the hard rock.  In time a step develops over which the river plunges as a waterfall.  Erosion is the process that forms waterfalls.

	Plunge pool
	a hollow at the base of a waterfall caused by erosion

	Gorge
	A steep sided valley formed by waterfall retreat.  Erosion is the process that forms gorges.

	Meander
	Bend in the middle and lower courses of a river

	Ox-bow Lake
	Semi-circular lake formed by a meander being sealed off from the main course of a river.  Both deposition and erosion are the main processes forming ox-bow lakes.

	Slip-off Slope
	Gentle slope on the inside of a meander

	Delta
	Often triangular-shaped flat land jutting into the sea at the mouth of a river. Deposition is the process which forms deltas

	Flood plain
	The wide, flat area either side of the river, in its lower course where the river spreads out when it floods.  Deposition is the main process forming flood plains

	Levées
	Natural embankments of silt along the banks of the river made when the river floods.  Deposition is the process that forms levees.

	Estuary
	Where the lower course of the river has been drowned by a rise in sea level, or by a fall in land level.  An estuary is tidal and filled with sea water (salt water) at high tide, and with river water (fresh water) at low tide.  The process of deposition in estuaries builds mudflats.

	Other

	Deposition
	When a river drops its load (pebbles, sand or mud) and it builds up on the bottom

	Erosion
	The wearing away and removal (transportation) of material.

	Weathering
	Weathering is the disintegration (breaking up) and decay (decomposition) of rocks where they are formed. It does not involve the movement of material (erosion)


